
William Basham Gurteen 1836 -1813

Jabez Gurteen 1843 - 1924
William Basham Gurteen was born in
1836. He joined the company when he
was a young man and became a senior
partner of the firm.

William Basham Gurteen was greatly liked
and respected by both the employees and
the townspeople. He gave Christmas
presents to the aged people of the town. In
1909 when the organ in the Town Hall
needed some renovation he paid over £1000
to have the repair cost covered. In 1898 he
gave the land for the Recreation Ground to
the town to commemorate Queen Victoria’s
Diamond Jubilee.

William Basham Gurteen never married
but when his sister Celia Elizabeth
Gurteen Smart died in 1875 aged 36 years
followed by her husband Bath Smart in
1887 he became guardian to their children
and was responsible for introducing
Arthur Smart to the business.

Son, Frank William, was the father of William
(Bill) Gurteen and the grandfather of Christopher
Gurteen, the current Company Director.
Son, Conrad Sharp, was the father of John V
Gurteen, an RAF pilot who was killed during the
Battle of Britain in 1940.

CHAUNTRY MILLS –

EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES

Jabez Gurteen was born on 9th
September 1843. He too joined the
company as a young man. Jabez
married Angelina Ann Sharp in
Ridgewell on 27th June 1870.

Jabez and Angelina had nine
children and lived at The Coupals
which was near the East Town Park.

The three younger sons of Daniel III, William
Basham, Jabez and Frank also followed
their brother Daniel (IV) into the business.

William Basham Gurteen was
actively involved in public life.
He was a member of the Local
Board of Health and the School
Board. He was a Justice of the
Peace and served on the West
Suffolk County Council. He
was president of the Liberal
Association, the Literary
Institute and Haverhill Cricket
Club.

Recreation Ground 1902

William Basham Gurteen
died on 20th June 1913. His
memorial reads:
"TRUST IN THE LORD
AND DO GOOD "

1888: eye witness account: ‘The business is really remarkable for the
development of so many departments, each of which is in itself an enterprise.
Let me recapitulate: weaving drabbets, cheesecloths, towels, linens, stair
hollands, hair and fibre cloths, rugs and mats from waste clippings of cloth
and fibre, clothing of every conceivable variety, for inland and export, from
cloth woven on the premises or purchased from the great cotton and woollen
markets of the north, all under one roof and under management of father and
three sons (Daniel IV, William Basham and Jabez) with the cooperation of a
most respectable and intelligent staff of employees.’

Jabez was a member of the Urban District
Council from 1894 until his death and, like
his brother, was a Justice of the Peace. He
died on 19th June 1924 and was buried in
Haverhill Cemetery. His memorial reads:
"THE MEMORY OF THE JUST IS BLESSED"


